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1. Introduction 

For some years, we have seen a rapid renaissance of extremism and nationalism sparked 

and supported by small-minded, short-sighted politics. All nations, with their current structure 

and the dream of the founding fathers who displayed them as an abode of peace and 

rights, are now as never before at risk of disintegration and Balkanisation, violently attacked 

on all sides. 

 

2. Purpose of the Prize 

Anyone, wherever they live, can observe, discover, find, describe, document, record and, 

at the end, post actions, events and operations that occurred in 2020 on our platform, thus 

becoming the sponsor of the Peaceful Act, becoming part of it and receiving the honour 

of being nominated a Peace Evangelist. 

An international jury will award the prize to the three best Peaceful Acts in a ceremony to 

be held in Milan in the middle of November 2021. 

The idea is to highlight daily virtuous events otherwise invisible to most people which never 

rise to the level of the Nobel Peace Prize. Complementary to the Nobel Peace Prize, we 

want to reward the unknown people, the humble and the deprived who pass by us in 

silence and who are, perhaps, not even aware that their virtuous behaviour is changing the 

world. 

 

BECOME A PEACE EVANGELIST, PROPOSE A PEACEFUL ACT.  
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3. Definitions 

a. Peace Evangelist 

Peace Evangelists are not necessarily the key players in the Peaceful Act but may be 

observers who saw a fact, an event or behaviour that meets the requirements set out 

below, which may perhaps correspond to a social or cultural phenomenon where a 

group of people, rather than an individual, have caused a mass change in 

behaviour, often completely unconsciously. 

Organisations may also take part in the competition - NGOs, ecclesiastical bodies, 

public and private schools of all types and levels, universities, and public and private 

companies.  

Prizes are set out for proposals submitted by individuals, under 30s and women (see 

the Selection paragraph).  

The citizens of any country can take part as long as they are legally adults. 

b. Peaceful Act 

Etymologically speaking, the word ‘peace’ derives from Sanskrit; in its Latin meaning, 

pax is a pact, an alliance between two or more contenders to inaugurate a time 

when weapons are laid aside and co-operation is started that is able to create 

harmony. But how much injustice was perpetrated in the name of pax which the 

Romans imposed on the conquered peoples, subordinating them to a role of 

oppressed! 

In Greek, however, ‘peace’ is eirene (εἰρήνη), which is not fully comparable to the 

Latin concept. In classical philosophy, especially Epicurean and Stoic philosophy, 

eirene is the interior condition that leads man to imperturbability. The term is not 

contrasted with ‘war’, at least in the oldest writings, which suggests that, for the Greek 

mentality, ‘peace’ is the ordinary condition while ‘war’ overturns the pre-established 

order. Eirene is also used to indicate a state of well-being and prosperity. 

The Slavic term mir (Мир) generates an interesting note. This has the same roots as 

the word ‘world’ as connecting the order of creation with the concept of peace. 
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In the Semitic world, and the Jewish one in particular, ‘peace’ is shalom ( ָׁשלֹום) which 

has a double meaning, even more evident in Akkadian - reconciliation but also being 

well; being in good condition, being whole; being favourable, being propitious; 

being successful, prospering; being complete, being finished; being paid, obtaining 

a payment; keeping well, in good health, in good condition; watch, protect, 

safeguard; make favourable; take (someone) to success; complete a job; pay, 

repay and recompense (M. Pazzini). There’s a clear connection with the meaning of 

the word ‘peace’ in the Greek cultural sphere. Today, shalom is still invoked for 

another person when saying hello/goodbye and indicates the wish for good and 

prosperity but also psychophysical balance. ‘War’ is what breaks the blessing of 

shalom bringing catastrophe, famine, destruction and unimaginable violence. 

 

Rather than an individual action, a Peaceful Act is a process which has favoured, 

triggered and created small or large peace actions, meaning the ability to prevent 

or settle situations of conflict between two or more people, two or more groups, two 

or more nations and two or more religions in any part of the world, in a geographical 

area of any size. 

 

Here, in more detail, are other pieces in the puzzle of submitting a Peaceful Act and 

having it assessed:  

 the action has been able to bring parties in conflict to talk, mutual awareness,  a 

humanising dimension of meeting, the valorisation of difference and the rejection 

of violence and war as dehumanising instruments; 

 the action arose with the aim of filling a social, economic and cultural gap that 

would have led to open conflict or simply violence and tension; 

 the action was a gesture that restored dignity and attention to the most 

vulnerable parts of a population;  

 the action has tried to preserve the artistic and cultural heritage of the interested 

party in extreme situations or those of conflict. 
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The actions we are looking for must have taken place in 2020 and, if possible, 

planned by emarginated people or the humblest really became key players and 

were not just considered recipients. We are looking for actions that took place in the 

suburbs of the world, on the margins of centres of political and economic interest, in 

the suburbs of large cities where conflicts are more evident or in areas where conflicts 

and violence forgotten by the media are ongoing. 

 

4. Prizes 

The purpose of the Peaceful Act Prize is not to reward the best projects but to spread the 

culture of peace and brotherhood. An annual competition has been chosen to make a 

collection of excellent peaceful acts over the years, rewarding the most meritworthy based 

on the criteria set out in the ‘Selection’ paragraph.  

A money prize is not planned because this is considered not in line with the purpose and 

spirit of the competition. However, each prize will feature a celebratory plaque of artistic 

value. 

The first-placed Peaceful Act will be assigned the Gold Peaceful Act Prize. 

The second-placed Peaceful Act will be assigned the Silver Peaceful Act Prize. 

The third-placed Peaceful Act will be assigned the Bronze Peaceful Act Prize. 

Naturally, the winners will have all the visibility that the success of the initiative will bring to 

them. 
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5. Admission and selection process and award of the International Peaceful 

Act Prize 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To take part in the competition, register at https://www.peacefulact.org/post supplying all 

the information requested and uploading the documents required. This will give access to 

the application form for the proposal. 

The form can be completed in several sessions to enable the proposer to work calmly and 

provide as much information as possible (also in multi-media format) available not only on 

the specific peaceful act but also the geopolitical context in which it occurred to allow the 

judges to give an impartial judgement in accordance with the criteria set out below. 

The form is made up of blocks so that compilation is easier and more organised. 

As the form is compiled, please remember the following sentence of Blaise Pascal, "I have 

made this letter longer than usual, only because I have not had the time to make it shorter.” 

 

Heartfelt thanks to all the judges. 

 

Introduction of 
proposal 

 

Proposal Submission 
to the Committee of 

Wise Men 

Assessment of 
eligibility 

Voting of  
pre-evaluation 

Committee 

Any technical check 
on the proposal 

Voting of the 
Committee of Wise 

Men 

Awards to the 
prizewinners 
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After the initial technical assessment of eligibility, i.e. the correspondence to the above 

definition of Peaceful Act, all the proposals will be published on 

https://it.peacefulact.org/get-involved and can be freely consulted. 

New proposals cannot be submitted after the closure of the submission period for the 

competition (12.00 midday, 30 September 2021). The Pre-Evaluation Committee will then 

start to examine the submissions one by one. After meeting to discuss the quality and 

quantity of the proposals received, the judges will assess them using the following 

parametric system. 

 

Base parameters 

Minimum 
score 

Max. 
score 

Level of conflict in the geopolitical context 0 15 

 Pre-conflict geopolitical situation (riots, attacks, etc.) = 5   

 
Post-conflict geopolitical situation (rubble, lack of food and work, etc.) = 
10   

 Geopolitical situation with ongoing conflict = 15   

    
Degree of attenuation of the level of conflict 0 15 

 Attempts to get the parties to talk = 5   

 Defence of the injured party or implementation of a truce = 10   

 Definitive pacification = 15   

    
Level of vulnerability of the population involved 0 20 

 Population defended by its own military or paramilitary forces = 5   

 Population in areas occupied by enemy forces = 10   

 Population in war-torn areas = 20   

    
Extent of the consequences 0 30 

 Relating only to one's own family unit = 10   

 Relating to a homogeneous sociocultural group of people = 20   

 Relating to a mixed sociocultural group of people = 30   
     
Possible modelling of the Peaceful Act 0 20 

 No one = 0   

 Partial = 10   

 Feasible = 20   

  Total 100 

    

 Awarding (add to the above total)   

 Average age of the key players under 30  5 

 Key player independent of any organisation  5 

 At least half the key players are female  5 
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The maximum score that an individual judge may assign to a proposal is 100 while the 

minimum score is set at 65 points. Proposals obtaining less than 65 points are automatically 

discarded. 

There are also possible awards (see the Table on the previous page) that are added to the 

score obtained by totalling the five parameters. 

The first 12 Peaceful Acts classified with more than the minimum of 65 points will pass to the 

final step. 

The Peaceful Evangelists proposing the Peaceful Acts chosen by the Pre-Evaluation 

Committee will be invited to present their proposal (in person or in streaming) to the 

Committee of Wise Men who will decide the winners, i.e. the first three classified.  

Absence, even if justified, will lead to the immediate disqualification of the Peaceful 

Evangelist and the related proposal. 

Before starting assessment of the projects presented, the Committee of Wise Men may 

establish additional sub-criteria or assessment parameters, in accordance with the criteria 

indicated.  

The classification of the Peaceful Acts accepted will be approved by the Committee of 

Wise Men within a maximum of 60 days from the closing date of the announcement and 

will be published on www.peacefulact.org. Participants will be notified at the e-mail 

address indicated in the application. 

Judgements on the quality of the Peaceful Acts not accepted will not be given. 

6. Obligations for the people selected  

The Pre-Evaluation Committee will contact each of the finalist Peaceful Evangelists to assess 

the truthfulness of the of the Peaceful Act proposed. 

Refusal to provide the explanations requested will lead to the immediate disqualification of 

the Peaceful Evangelist and the relative proposal. 

7. Submission of proposals  

Applications can be submitted directly to www.peacefulact.org   

from 09.30 am, 12 July 2021 

until 12.00 midday, 30 September 2021  

Following the instructions published on the same website.  

Only one proposal per applicant may be submitted. 



    

 

9 
 

Call of 12 July 2021 

www.peacefulactprize.org 

8. Competition supervisor 

The parish of Maria Madre della Chiesa, with registered office at Via Saponaro 28, 20142 

Milan. TAX CODE 80108370158 

www.chiesagratosoglio.org 

Tel +39 (0)2 8262116 

The pro tempore legal representative is Don Alfredo Cermenati. 

9. Supervisor of proceedings  

The supervisor of the proceedings about this selection is Don Giovanni Salatino, 

dongiovanni.s@email.it  

10. Information on the processing of personal data 
The personal data supplied will be used by the parish for institutional purposes connected with the 
Peaceful Act Prize competition and the knowledge transfer of the candidate project in 
accordance with the activities indicated in the consent at the bottom of the form. The personal 
data provided, including the picture in the photographs/videos, will be processed respecting the 
law in force on data processing and the confidentiality obligations set out. 
The Data Controller is the parish of Maria Madre della Chiesa, based at Via Saponaro 28, 20142 
Milan, Italy.  
Contacts: +39 02 8262116, e-mail dongiovanni.s@email.it  
The Data Protection Manager can be contacted at dongiovanni.s@email.it  
The data supplied will be processed with electronic tools respecting the law in force and the 
principles set out by Art. 5, GDPR (lawfulness, transparency, minimisation, security, limitation of 
storage and the purposes and empowerment of the Controller). Please be advised that the 
consent of the person concerned is not requested for the data processing, as the lawfulness of 
processing is based on the institutional purposes connected to the actions for which consent is 
requested. 
Supply of the data is optional. However, failure to supply it will not allow use of the images and/or 
audio-visual clips of the person concerned for the purposes indicated above and so the 
procedure, i.e. registration, cannot be completed. 
The personal data (images and audio-visual clips) may be communicated, published and/or 
disseminated in any form within the limits pertinent to the processing purposes indicated. Such data 
may be published on the web portal of the event (www.peacefulact.org), the parish’s institutional 
sites, sites of partners as indicated in the portal, video conference platforms and official pages of 
the parish on Facebook, YouTube and Instagram. Similarly, they could be therefore be extracted 
by the common search engines in on-line searches carried out by third parties. 
The data will be processed by authorised persons (assigned to the technical support of the 
platform, researchers, etc.), and authorised external collaborators, in turn required to respect the 
confidentiality and the requirements set out on data processing. The data may also be entrusted to 
third party companies in the ICT sector, in turn nominated as external Data Processors pursuant to 
Art. 28, GDPR. 
The person concerned can exercise their rights with regard to the Data Controller, set out by Arts. 
15-22 of Regulation EU 2016/679 where applicable at any time - right of access, rectification, 
cancellation, limitation of processing and opposition to processing. 
The person concerned is also advised that they have the right to make a complaint to the 
supervisory authority and may contact the Data Protection Authority via www.garanteprivacy.it 
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With reference to the method of exercising the rights set out, the person concerned may send a 
request entitled Privacy Rights to the Director of the relevant department at the email address: 
dongiovanni.s@email.it  
Audio/video clips are equated to temporary processing for the purposes of the occasional 
publication of articles and, as a result, respect the provisions of the Codes of Practice on the 
processing of personal data in published journalism pursuant to Art. 20, sub-paragraph 4, Legislative 
Decree of 10 August 2018, no. 101 - 29 November 2018. 
The data will not be processed for commercial or marketing purposes or transferred to third parties, 
and will be preserved for the time necessary (not less than 5 years) on achieving the purpose for 
which it was collected and respecting the principles as per Art. 5, GDPR. 
Profiling of the personal data supplied is not carried out. 

11. Contacts 

For information on the content of the announcement and how to submit the application for 

participation: 

- e-mail:  peacefulactprize@gmail.com     

 


